
 

 

Sent ð Into This World 

 It was a rather cold, rainy day.   Everything outside was gloomy.  For my friends, Mr. & Mrs. T., the same was true 
inside their home.  Age was catching up to them.  Illness and injury were unwanted companions.   

 When you are a little kid, what do you do to let someone you love know you care?   You canôt go to the store to get 
a get well card.  You canôt take them out to dinner at their favorite restaurant or buy flowers.  What do you do when you 
are five years old?   

 At my house, my dadôs chocolate chip cookies always made me feel better.  Dad suggested we make some cookies 
and take them over to our friendsô home.  Yes, I thought, that would be a wonderful thing to do.   

 We began to gather the ingredients.  Dad let me act like I knew exactly what to do.  It didnôt take long for there to 
be flour all over the counter top and chocolate chips on the floor.   None of that seemed to matter.  We simply had to get 
the cookies in the oven, so we could get them out and packaged up.  Did you know that sometimes it takes FOREVER 
for a batch of cookies to bake and cool?   

 I could barely contain my excitement when dad pulled up in front of our destination and I jumped out of the car, 
box of cookies in hand.   I rang the doorbell.  When Mrs. T. answered, I said that my dad sent me to bring them a 
present.      

 Sent --- Being sent is a gift in two parts.   The first part has to do with the one who is sent.  That person has 
something to offer another.  It could be a message or a gift.  You can be sent to bring relief to another personôs life.  The 
second part of this gift of being sent is for the one to whom the person is sent.  I was sent to the Tôs home to bring a gift 
and they were blessed.   I was sent to them ï a little messenger of love.   

 It was an amazing moment when God sent his son to this world. (God so loved the world that he gave ï is the way 
we traditionally read John 3.)   

 Jesus was sent ï to bring us a message ï to offer a gift ï to do something for us that we could not do on our own.   
Jesus was sent to you ï and to me.  There was a reason for that.   

 This Advent season, we will explore what it means for Jesus to be sent to us.  We will discover how this gift is 
given to bring us hope and life.  And we will hear Jesus say that, just as he was sent ï so, too, are we sent into the world.   

Together, letôs see how the world changes, when we are intentional in our discipleship every time Jesus sends us to be 
his presence in the world.   

     Blessings, 
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was the first to be witnesses. 
It was a world where love is 
nourished by the adoration 
of the least expected.  
 How are we creating a 
world in which persons are nurtured in order to develop into 
those who can change the world with love? 

Called for Good Reason - 12/20/15 
 ñI, the Lord, have called you for a good reasoné The things 
announced in the pastïlookïtheyôve already happened, but Iôm 
declaring new things. Before they even appear, I tell you about 
them.ò -  Isaiah 42: 1-9 

 For Israel, ñthe things in the pastò are full of destruction 
and exile and wondering whether or not God was indeed with 
them. But Isaiah brings a word of promiseïa peaceful servant 
will come to set the prisoners free. Indeed, the whole people 
of God are called ñfor good reasonò to bring light into this 
world. God grasps our hand and walks with us in this 
endeavor. 
 What new things can we proclaim in this Advent season, 
even before they appear? 

No Place in the Inn - 12/24/15 
 ñIn those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone 
throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax listsé While 
they were [in Bethlehem], the time came for Mary to have her baby. 
She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room in the 
guestroom.ò - Luke 2:1-14 

 By the sound of it, the world of lists, registration and tax 
rolls has been around for a long time. It is into this world of 
measuring and measuring up that the unquantifiable presence 
of Christ emerges. In a world in which there is often not 
enough room for those that lie at the margins of society, the 
story of the birth of Jesus says, ñlight shines from every 
corner of creation.ò 
 Our celebration this night includes a call that we are ñsent 
into this world,ò that there is room for all in the realm of God. 

By Another Route - 12/27/15 
 ñBecause they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they went back to their own country by another route.ò - Matthew 
2:1-12 
 Magi from the East tip off Herod about a newborn king 
heralded by a bright star. Herod is worried by the perceived 
threat of a ruler more revered and powerful than he. But the 
magi are warned not to feed information of Jesusô 
whereabouts to Herod and they go back home by another way 
after showering the new babe with gifts.  
      There are times when our own paths need to be adjusted 
for the good. As we continue to celebrate the Christmas 
message of new light and approach a new year, we take a 
moment to plan for paths of peace and justice in our lives and 
communities. 
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Advent ð Christmas Sermon Series 

Sent - Into This World 
 ñAs you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them. 
. .ò   John 17:18 

 The scripture texts for our journey through the 
Advent and Christmas cycle paint a picture of the world 
into which God came in human flesh. Like our own 
time, this world seemed an unlikely or even hostile 
environment for this fragile incarnation of peace and 
hope. This season we will proclaim the entrance ñinto 
this worldò again of the light for which we still so 
desperately yearn.  
 What are we called to bring into this world? 

The Vision Made Plain - 11/29/15 
 ñI cry out to you, ñViolence!ò but you donôt deliver usé 
Then the Lord answered, ñWrite a vision, and make it plain 
upon a tableté there is still a vision for the appointed timeé 
surely it is coming.ò - Habakkuk 1: 1-4, 2:2-4; 3:17-19 
 The prophet Habakkuk leads off our series with a 
complaintïthe world is falling apart and God doesnôt 
seem to be doing anything about it. In the prophetôs 
world violence is everywhere it seems, and people are 
mired down in their day-to-day struggles. But God 
answers with this wordïremember the bigger picture. 
There is a vision weôve agreed on and we still believe it 
can come to pass. So write it (speak it, live it) so big that 
folks wonôt forget. 
 What is the message that needs to stay front and 
center as we wait in this Advent season for Godôs light 
to come yet again ñinto this world?ò 

For Such a Time - 12/6/15 
 ñWhen Mordecai learned what had been done, he tore his 
clothes, dressed in mourning clothes and put ashes on his 
headé óMaybe it was for a moment like this that you came to 
be part of the royal family.ôò- Esther 4: 1-17 

 The world of Esther and Mordecai was a time of 
genocidal fear. The Jews were a minority in exile. At the 
mercy of royal decrees, one was just issued that would 
wipe them out. 
 This nightmare scenario, unfortunately, repeats itself 
time and again through history even to the present day. 
Rather than lamenting about having been born into such 
a time, Esther and others throughout history have found 
ways to make it their time and to work from within their 
context to bring light and hope. 
 Are we called, too, in such a time as our time? 

Conceived by the Spirit - 12/13/15 
 ñé do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because 
the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  She 
will give birth to a son and you will call him Jesus.ò - 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 The world into which the holy is birthed was the 
ñworldò of lowly estate. It was a world in which a 
peasant girl was not believed, where the lower class help 
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For up-to-date information on DYF meeting dates and times and Halo Choir 
rehearsals and activities dates and times, please refer to the Announcements in 

the Sunday Bulletin or the calendar on the website. 

     DOVE CHILDRENôS & YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Sunday Mornings @ 9:30  
 Jr. High Room 21; Sr. High Room 22 

 This fall, our junior high youth will discover how Godôs story intertwines with our 

story from the moment of creation. 

 ROUTE 66 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

òREACTION TO THE PROMISEó 
Jesusõ Birth 

 

Dates: December 6, 13, and 20 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friend, 

Did you REACT with  

WORRYéLAUGHTERéQUESTIONINGéSADNESS? 

Did you know that, for every ACTION, there is a REACTION? 

GODôS ACTION was to send Godôs son, Jesus, into the world as a baby to save us. 

Come to our Christmas Rotation and see the REACTIONS to Jesusô birth by: 

Mary and Joseph and see how they REACT as they play ñLetôs Make a Dealò, 

and discover YOUR REACTION as you bake Promise Shortcake and learn 

the fullness of the Promise. 

 

 

 

ATTENTION 
 
Christmas is cancelled! 
The Grinch stole Christmas! 
You will get no presents 
this year! 

Jesus is missing from 
your Christmas! 

 

How will I  

REACT To 
this? 

COLLECT CHARACTER TRADING CARDS  
FOR EACH SUNDAY YOU ATTEND! 

BONUS 
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 DOVE YEAR-END GIVING 

DOVE DISCIPLESHIP 
WEDNESDAYS 

 Life is busy.   Let us make it easier for you 
to engage in discipleship.   A major focus of 
the Engage: Doveôs Discipleship Plan, is found 
at our Discipleship Wednesdays.   This is a 
chance for you to develop a spirit of 
community while taking advantage of the 
opportunity to worship and grow together, 
without demanding more time than you have to 
give.     

5:30 p.m. ï 6:30 p.m. ï Dinner and fellowship  

 time at Church 

6:30 p.m. ï 7:00 p.m. ï Discipleship Groups: 

Focus for this Monthôs Discipleship Groups 

ðInto this World 

Blessing Others Through Our Christmas 
Eve and Year-End Gifts 

 As we wait for the coming of the Christ child this 
Advent, we already know that God has blessed us all 
in great abundance.   So what do we do in response?  
The Dove Finance Committee encourages all of us to 
consider an extra financial gift for Dove of the Desert 
UMC as part of all of the other gifts we are planning 
over the next few weeks.   

 Half of our Christmas Eve offering will be 
designated for the United Methodist Churchôs 
Imagine No Malaria campaign.  Every $10 can save a 
childôs life in Africa from this very preventable 
disease.  Dove has already saved nearly 3,500 lives.  
As this campaign comes to a close this month, we 
have the opportunity to save many more. 

 The other half of our Christmas Eve offering will 
support the many exciting ministries happening at 
Dove through our general budget.  So we can truly be 
a blessing to others this Christmas through our 
Christmas Eve gifts. 

 We also invite all Dove family members to look 
deep in our hearts and consider an extra year-end 
financial gift in response to all that God has given us.  
Remember that such gifts need to be received in the 
Dove office by noon on December 31 to ensure that 
they are included on our 2015 contribution statements. 

  Blessings to all from the  
  Dove Finance Committee. 

 Dove of the Desert UMC recently received another new member 
into our congregation.  Every new member is assigned a current 
member of Dove to serve as the new memberôs Shepherd.  Pictured 
is Doveôs newest member, Andrew Quintal.  Andrewôs Shepherd is 
Patrick Centner.  Andrew is the chair of Doveôs IT Committee.  
Welcome! 

 DOVEôS NEWEST MEMBER 

 Tuesday Talks will begin a new study on January 5, 
2016, at 10:00 a.m.  This six-session, video-based, small 
group Bible study by John Orberg will focus on Soul 
Keeping: soul seeking and searching as to why we 
neglect our soul.  You will develop skills through group 
practice and discussion tending to the care of your soul, 
practice of grace, and gratitude bringing you closer to 
caring for the most important part of you. 

 DOVEôS TUESDAY TALKS 

 DOVEôS YOUTH DIRECTOR 

 SPRC is pleased to announce that Sherry Paddie 
has been selected as our new part-time Youth Director.  
Sherry has many gifts and skills to offer our youth 
ministry, and we are excited she has come to serve 
among us.  She is well connected to the Youth Ministry 
leadership team in the Central West District of our 

Conference. 
 Sherryôs 
background is in 
education.  She is a 
middle school teacher 
certified in Special 
Education. 
 Sherry is also a 
candidate for Ordained 
Ministry in the Desert 
Southwest Conference.  
She is currently 
enrolled at Iliff School 
of Theology in Denver. 

 Sherry has two daughters ï one about to graduate 
from college and another in high school. 
 Please join us in welcoming Sherry to the Dove 
family and pray for her as she begins her ministry with 
our youth. 
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     DOVE FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 DOVE MENôS BREAKFAST meets on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for a time of devotion, prayer, and  fellowship. Please join them 
at 7:00 a.m. on  Saturday, December 12 at the Black Bear Diner, 6039 
W. Bell Rd. RSVP: Rob Sanders at 623.566.7990 or  Dove at 
623.572.7334.  Dove Men, including Fathers & Grandfathers, Sons & 
Grandsons, age 13 and up, are invited to come and bring a friend. A 
great way to make some new friends!  

 PRIMETIME LIVE is Doveôs adult fellowship group, including 
adults who are married, single, young, and young at heart. Please join 
them the 3rd Friday of each month at a Dove memberôs home and enjoy 
the evening together with food, fun, and Christian fellowship. The host 
supplies a main course; attendees bring sides and dessert. Join us Friday,  December 
18 at 6:00 p.m. at Flo & Lowell Wolfeôs home. Call them at 623.878.7214 or email 
them at flowolfe@cox.net  to discuss what you can bring or for directions. 

 The LUNCH BUNCH meets the 1st Thursday of each month for 
good food and fellowship.  Please join them at noon on Thursday, 
December 3 at Black Angus, 7606 W. Bell Rd., Glendale; 
623.878.6200. They have coupons for everyone for the $8.99 lunch. 
 

 DOVE BREAKFAST CLUB meets every Monday morning at 8:00 a.m. (or 
a little earlier) at Cracker Barrel Restaurant, 16845 N. 84th Ave., West of Loop 101 
and South of Bell Road. Everyone is welcome! For more information, contact Ron 
& Jan Bender, 623.815.1244. 

 MOMSô MORNING GROUP meets in the Dove kitchen 
each Thursday at 9:30. a.m.  Join them and share a devotional, have 
coffee and a snack, and spend the morning in fellowship with one 
another!  For more information, please contact Kirsten Cox at  
Kirsten91384@aol.com. Childcare is available.  
 

 MOMSô EVENING GROUP meets on the 4th  Thursday of 
each month from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.  NO childcare is available.  For 
more information, please contact Joy Gladden at 
joyparren@gmail.com  or 480.381.5696.       

OTHER 
FELLOWSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 Many other opportunities 
exist for fellowship at Dove, 
including Adult Sunday 
School classes, Menôs Bible 
Studies, Tuesday Talks, 
Womenôs Bible Studies, and 
Doveôs musical groups 
including Celebration 
Singers, Dove Notes, Folk 
Group, and the Bell Choir, 
plus many more.  Please 
check the weekly 
Announcements included 
with the Sunday Bulletin, as 
well as the calendar that you 
can find on the Dove website.  
We hope you will join in on 
the wonderful fellowship! 

Did you know? 
 

      When Jesus was born, 
Mary ñwrapped him in 
clothsò (Luke 2:7).  Jewish 
mothers believed that if they 
wrapped up their babies 
firmly in bandages, then the 
babyôs limbs would grow 
straight.   

Wise Men Trivia  
 

~ The Bible clearly states that the visit of the Magi to Jesus was not on the night of his birth, 
unlike the shepherdsô visit to the manger, but occurred later when Jesus was staying in a house 
in Bethlehem. 
 

~ The three gifts of the Magi had a prophetic meaning:  gold, the gift for a king; incense, the gift 
for a priest; and myrrh, a burial ointment as a gift for one who would die.  
 

~ The Bible does not say how many wise men came to see Jesus.  The traditional number of three 
came about because three gifts are mentioned.    

https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=flowolfe%40cox.net
mailto:joyparren@gmail.com
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DOVE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 
Sunday, December 6 at 4:30 p.m.  

 We are so excited this year to have one program in two 
parts. Our Children will be sharing a musical entitled: 
ñChristmas Out West.ò Come meet Sheriff Wild Bill 
Hiccup, Claire, and Calamity Kid, and all the children as 
they experience Christmas in the 1800s. So please ñsaddle-
upò and get ready for a rootinô-tootinô Christmas 
Celebration. 

 Our Adults will be sharing a musical entitled: ñThe 
Voices of Christmas.ò The musical expresses that, often 
times, we know that the music of Christmas falls on the 
lonely ears of the world like a gentle snow. It rests tenderly 
on the heart and wraps tired spirits in a warm blanket of 
assurance and love. In the ringing of church bells, the 
singing of children, and the echo of treasured carols, we 
affirm the hope that is found in Christ Jesus. As we worship 
this Christmas, may we listen for Godôs still, small voice 
whispering from a manger. ñCome embrace the miracle, 
raise your voice, and join in the music of grace.ò Come 
Experience the Glory and Majesty in telling of the Birth of 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior!  

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
PARTY 

Sunday, December 13 at 1:30 p.m. 

 For those who are ill or are homebound, the 
Christmas season can be pretty lonely.  Dove is 
determined to change that.  Grab a sweater and join us 
as we go to the homes of homebound and members 

who are ill or 
recovering from 
surgery.   

 We will divide into 
groups to make sure we 
are a blessing to as 
many people as 
possible.    Come with 
your children; come by 
yourself.  All are 
welcome.   AND --- if 

you know someone who could use some joy this year, 
please let the office know.  We want to make sure 
everyone knows that Godôs people love them.   

 Your participation will make this day a 
blessing.    Christmas is a time when everyone deserves 
a song. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Wednesday, December 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

 We love getting out the Christmas trees and putting 
the decorations in place.   Itôs 
almost as if you can feel a new 
spirit filling the air.  Join us for 
this family-oriented time of 
worship as we learn about some of 
the symbols of Christmas while we 
sing, have some fun together, and 
decorate our sanctuary.  All ages 
are invited to share this time of 
love and fellowship.    

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
Thursday, December 24  

4:30 p.m.  ï  Family-Oriented worship 

6:00 p.m.  ï Contemporary worship with 

    communion and candle lighting 

8:00 p.m.  ï Traditional worship with communion 

    and candle lighting 

11:00 p.m.  ï Contemplative worship with 

    communion and candle lighting 

Christmas Day Blessing of the Workers  
Friday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

While many of us are opening presents, cooking for family and friends, and enjoying time with 
our families, there are people who are working.  Dove of the Desert UMC wants to take time to 
thank those who work to make our lives better.   
 

Meet us at Dove at 9:00 am. From there we will divide up into groups to take gifts to express 
our appreciation to First Responders, Care Center Employees, etc.  Letôs make the love of the 
newborn Christ tangible as we bless those who have to work on Christmas Day.   
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What Is Scrip?  

 Scrip is a term that means ñsubstitute moneyò.  When you purchase 
scrip, youôre purchasing negotiable gift certificates and prepaid cards 
that are used just like cash. You can use scrip to purchase everyday 
expenses like food, clothing, and other essentials, and with every 
purchase, you earn revenue for our organization. 

How scrip generates revenue for you 

 The Great Lakes Scrip Center acts on behalf of churches, schools 
and other non-profit organizations to purchase large amounts of scrip 
from grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers.  Because the 
scrip is purchased with cash up front, the participating retailers offer a 
substantial discount.  Our organization buys the scrip from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a discount, and re-sells the 
certificates to families like yours for full face value.  The discountð from 2% to 15% or moreðis our organizationôs 
revenue. 

Scrip is ñshopping cart fundraisingò 

 Scrip is a popular fundraiser because families donôt have to sell anything.  Organization members produce revenue 
by making regular household purchases they would make anyway.  Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts, even gasoline can be 
purchased with scrip.  

Find Out More 

 Ask your scrip coordinator listed below for the latest participating retailer list.  Then put your shopping dollars to 
work for our organization! 

Dove of the Desert UMC 

Kathi Upham 

Kupham2@cox.net 623.492.9153 

DOVEôS SCRIP PROGRAM 

DOVEôS AUTUMN ACTIVITIES 

BOO!! 
 Doveôs Youth had a 
great (pumpkin) time at 
their Halloween Party! 

Fun Christmas Trivia ~  Typical nativity scenes show several types of animals around Jesusô 
crib.  The Bible doesnôt mention any animals, but simply says that Mary ñplaced him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.ò  (Luke 2:7) 
 
Jesus was born in a cave, not in a wooden stable.  Caves were used to keep animals in because of 
the intense heat.   
 

mailto:Kupham2@cox.net

